
Approval to accept grant funds from The Regents of the University of California to continue support 
of the Department of Public Health’s participation in a collaborative Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome behavioral and intervention research activities project.

SUBJECT

March 30, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT AN AMENDMENT FROM THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CALIFORNIA HIV/AIDS RESEARCH PROGRAM (ALL 

DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept and execute Amendment Number 2 to Agreement Number CH07-LAC-617 (Exhibit I) from 
The Regents of the University of California (The Regents) to continue support of the DPH Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemiology Program’s participation in the Institute for Community 
Health Research (ICHR), a collaborative research project with Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science (Drew) and the RAND Corporation (RAND), to investigate HIV/Acquired 
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) disparities throughout Los Angeles County for the period July 1, 
2009 through June 30, 2010, in the amount of $54,597, at no net County cost.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended action will allow the DPH HIV Epidemiology Program to accept funds 
from The Regents, to be reimbursed for participation in a collaborative HIV/AIDS behavioral and 
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intervention research activities project with Drew and RAND, effective July 1, 2009 through June 30, 
2010.

This funding extension is comprised of unspent funds from the previous four years and allows DPH 
to continue to conduct two main functions of the ICHR: 1) epidemiology professional development 
and data analysis, and 2) writing and publishing of data from the studies completed in the first four 
years.

Your Board’s authorization to accept Amendment Number 2 to Agreement Number CH07-LAC-617 
is required because the delegated authority previously approved by your Board on October 11, 2005, 
did not allow DPH to accept amendments to the award beyond FY 2008-09.

The purpose of ICHR is to reduce disparities in HIV prevention and care through innovative research 
on the roles of communities and social networks and to provide training and mentorship 
opportunities to new investigators working on HIV/AIDS challenges.  The ICHR collaborative team 
has four specific aims: 1) to enhance the capacity of researchers at Drew and DPH to conduct, 
analyze and disseminate research that has high potential to reduce disparities in HIV prevention and 
care; 2) to stimulate and conduct innovative public health research on HIV health disparities; 3) to 
increase the quality and quantity of HIV disparities research among investigators at Drew, DPH, and 
RAND; and 4) to recruit and train at Drew and DPH the next generation of HIV disparities 
researchers.

ICHR addresses the substantial disparities in HIV prevention and care in Los Angeles County.  
Investigating the roles of communities and social networks and their influence on individuals’ risk, in 
particular, are a continued high priority for ICHR.  ICHR provides the following opportunities to its 
primary research centers: offering manuscript reviews, mentoring junior and mid-level investigators 
in the development of grant applications and publications, hosting statistical methods seminars and 
individual consultation sessions, promoting cross-institutional collaborations, and disseminating 
research findings through journal publications and conference presentations.

DPH HIV Epidemiology Program as well as other DPH programs, such as the Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Program, the Office of AIDS Programs and Policy, and the Chronic Disease Program will 
continue to benefit from ICHR’s provision of access to statistical methods seminars, individual 
consultation sessions, manuscript review services, and grant development training opportunities to 
our epidemiologists.

It is anticipated that this collaborative research project will make the DPH HIV Epidemiology Program 
and other DPH programs more competitive in obtaining additional HIV/AIDS funding from external 
grantor agencies, establishing cross-site collaborations for future grant applications and publication 
of research manuscripts, and improving the statistical and scientific research capabilities of junior 
and mid-level researchers.

On December 10, 2009, DPH HIV Epidemiology received Amendment Number 2 to Agreement 
Number CH07-LAC-617 dated October 27, 2009, from The Regents to extend ICHR’s collaborative 
research activities for the period of July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.  This funding extension is 
comprised of unspent funds from the previous four years and allows DPH to continue to conduct two 
main functions of the ICHR: 1) epidemiology professional development and data analysis, and 2) 
writing and publishing of data from the studies completed in the first four years.

California HIV Research Program (CHRP) contacted DPH HIV Epidemiology Program on several 
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occasions indicating the possibility of extending the grant period for another year, using unspent 
funds from previous years.  However, no written verification of this intent was provided to DPH HIV 
Epidemiology Program prior to receipt of Amendment Number 2 on December 10, 2009.  Given the 
circumstances, DPH could not have brought this proposed action before the Board any sooner. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This recommended Board action supports Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County Strategic 
Plan by allowing HIV Epidemiology Program to participate in a collaborative research project to 
reduce disparities in HIV prevention and care.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this proposed action, DPH will receive $54,597 from The Regents to extend ICHR’s activities 
for the period of July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010, comprised of unspent funds from the previous 
four years.  

Funding is included in DPH’s Fiscal Year 2009-2010 Final Adopted Budget.

There is no net County cost associated with this action.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The State of California Legislature has requested that The Regents establish and administer a 
program supporting research on AIDS and has appropriated funds for the administration of the 
CHRP.

DPH’s participation in ICHR will allow the DPH HIV Epidemiology Program to continue to participate 
in HIV/AIDS behavioral and intervention research activities and will ensure that the following 
activities continue such as: administering and implementing innovative research on HIV health 
disparities, increasing the quality and quantity of HIV health research, and training new researchers 
for health disparities studies.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

On October 11, 2005, your Board approved Grant Agreement Number CH05-LAC-617 from The 
Regents to support the Department of Health Services (DHS), now DPH, HIV Epidemiology 
Program’s participation in a collaborative HIV/AIDS behavioral and intervention research activities 
project with Drew, for the period of July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006, in the amount of $238,047, 
and delegated authority to the Director of DHS to sign forthcoming grant agreements and 
amendments substantially similar to Grant Agreement Number CH05-LAC-617, which provided 
future funding or that increased or decreased funding up to 30 percent of each fiscal year’s award for 
FYs 2006-09.

Subsequently, on November 29, 2007, DPH accepted Grant Agreement Number CH05-LAC-617 for 
the period of July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008 in the amount of $322,615.  On March 11, 2009 
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(FY 2008-09), DPH accepted Amendment Number 1 to Agreement Number CH07-LAC-617 for the 
period of July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 in the amount of $302,770. 

Amendment Number 2 extends the period of performance from July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2010, 
and authorizes DPH’s utilization of $54,597 in prior year unspent funds.  

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to accept grant funds from The Regents and 
will provide DPH opportunities to continue to participate in the ICHR collaborative research project 
with Drew and RAND to investigate HIV/AIDS disparities throughout Los Angeles County. 

Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF:er

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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